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Treasure Island

By Robert Louis Stevenson

This classic adventure novel has delighted young readers since

1883. In the eighth chapter, young Jim meets Captain Long John

Silver for the first time in a 19th century tavern. Silver is posing as a

cook and tavern host to hide his identity as a pirate captain.

1 The customers were mostly sailors, and they talked so loudly

that I stayed by the door, almost afraid to enter.

2 As I was waiting a man came out of a side room, and at a

glance I was sure he must be Long John Silver. His left leg was cut

off close by the hip, and under the left shoulder he carried a crutch.

He managed the crutch very well, hopping about upon it like a bird.

He was very tall and strong, with a face as big as a ham—plain and

pale, but intelligent and smiling. Indeed, he seemed in the most

cheerful spirits. He whistled as he moved about among the tables,

with a merry word or a slap on the shoulder for the more favored of

his guests.

3 Now, to tell you the truth, from the very first mention of Long

John I was afraid that he might be the very one-legged sailor whom

I had watched for so long. But one look at the man before me was

enough. I thought I knew what a buccaneer was like—a very

different creature, according to me, from this clean and pleasant-

tempered landlord.

4 I plucked up courage at once, crossed the threshold, and

walked right up to the man where he stood, propped on his crutch,

talking to a customer.

5 "Mr. Silver, sir?" I asked, holding out the note.

6 "Yes, my lad," said he; "such is my name, to be sure. And who

may you be?" And then as he saw the letter, he seemed to me to

give a start.

7 "Oh!" said he, quite loud, and offering his hand. "I see. You are

our new cabin-boy; pleased I am to see you."

8 And he took my hand in his large firm grasp. This was to be the

beginning of our time together.

Excerpt adapted from:

4 The narration in this story is told in –

F third person H first person

G second person J blank verse

5 Read these sentences from paragraph 7 in the selection.

Mr. Silver’s response to the narrator shows that Mr. Silver is –

A easily angered C cautious, timid

B a famous sea captain D direct and friendly

1 The simile like a bird in paragraph 2 helps the reader understand

that Long John Silver moves about on his crutch –

A in a frightened, hesitant way C without expression or feeling

B quickly and gracefully D silently, with great caution

"Oh!" said he, quite loud, and offering his hand. "I see.

You are our new cabin-boy; pleased I am to see you."

2 Which sentence from the story best shows Jim’s determination to

meet Captain Silver?

F The customers were mostly sailors, and they talked so loudly that

I stayed by the door, almost afraid to enter.

G But one look at the man before me was enough.

H I plucked up courage at once, crossed the threshold, and walked

right up to the man where he stood, propped on his crutch,

talking to a customer.

J "Mr. Silver, sir?" I asked, holding out the note.

3 The narrator is surprised in paragraphs 2 and 3 to find that –

A a famous buccaneer, or pirate, is pleasant and friendly

B very few sailors in the tavern are able to read a letter

C Captain Long John Silver seems afraid of the other sailors

D Captain Long John Silver recognizes the narrator

6C

6 Fig. 19 D

6 Fig. 19 D

8A

6B
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The Chemistry of Cake

1 Most people don’t think of the kitchen as a science lab. Still,

every baker is a chemist and every cake is a marvel of science.

Let’s look at a simple recipe to understand the science of baking.

2 First, we’ll need some ingredients. Most recipes include eggs,

butter, flour, baking soda, milk and sugar. Each of these

ingredients, or chemicals, is important. The eggs and flour provide

the proteins and gluten that hold the cake together. Baking soda

gives the cake its light, fluffy texture. Milk will allow the proteins to

stretch out and connect. Butter, a fat, traps the moisture so our

cake doesn’t dry out in the oven.

3 A baker begins by mixing the butter and sugar in a bowl.

Chemists call sugar sucrose. It is made of carbon, hydrogen and

oxygen atoms. When mixed with a fat like butter, sugar softens and

cannot form crystals.

4 Then, our baker beats in eggs. Eggs are full of protein and will

help bind the cake together. Now it’s time to add the flour and

baking powder. Flour is a powerful ingredient. It contains gluten, a

string of proteins. Gluten proteins are all knotted and bunched up.

5 Let’s stir milk into the mixture. The mixture begins a chemical

change. The chemicals bond in a new way. The milk helps the

gluten strings to stretch out. The eggs bind the mixture together.

The baking soda and the sugar react to produce bubbles of carbon

dioxide. All of this happens right in the mixing bowl!

6 Finally, we are ready to put the mixture in the oven. By adding

heat we are changing the chemicals. The starch in the flour makes

a sort of web that traps water to keep the cake moist. The carbon

dioxide bubbles are trapped by the gluten strings and fat. The gas

bubbles cause the cake to rise.

7 After the cake cools, we can taste the sweet sugars. Our

mouth feels the spongy texture of the connected web of starches

and gluten. Each bite is soft and moist, thanks to the fats that

trapped water. Our experiment is complete, and the chemistry is

delicious!

3 Eggs are a useful ingredient in cake because they –

A stretch out the gluten strings C keep the cake moist

B bind the other ingredients D add a sweet flavor 11C

13A

4 Read this sentence from paragraph 4 in the story.

Which part of the process eventually causes the gluten proteins to

soften up and stretch out?

F The baker heats the mixture in the oven.

G Sugar and butter combine to soften the sugar crystals.

H The cake cools.

J The baker stirs milk into the flour in the bowl.

1 Look at the diagram below.
Cause: Effect:

What causes the reaction described in the diagram?

A A baker gathers common ingredients.

B The chemist mixes butter and sugar in a bowl.

C The baker heats the mixture in the oven.

D We are able to taste the sweet sugar in the baked cake.

Gluten proteins are all knotted and bunched up.

11 Fig. 19 D

The starch in the flour makes

a sort of web that traps water

to keep the cake moist.

11C

2 What can the reader conclude after reading paragraph 4?

F Protein, found in several ingredients, is an important part of the

chemistry of cake-baking.

G Eggs help make the cake sweet and moist.

H Cakes contain surprising ingredients, like string.

J Every ingredient is important to the baker, including milk.
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Spring

By William Blake, 1789

1 Sound the flute!

2 Now it’s mute.

3 Birds delight

4 Day and night;

5 Nightingale

6 In the dale,

7 Lark in sky,

8 Merrily,

9 Merrily, merrily,

to welcome in the year.

10 Little boy,

11 Full of joy;

12 Little girl,

13 Sweet and small;

14 Cock does crow,

15 So do you;

16 Merry voice,

17 Infant noise,

18 Merrily, merrily,

to welcome in the year.

19 Little lamb,

20 Here I am;

21 Come and lick

22 My white neck;

23 Let me pull

24 Your soft wool;

25 Let me kiss

26 Your soft face;

27 Merrily, merrily,

we welcome in the year.
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4 Both the graphic of the rooster and the mention of the cock’s crow

in line 14 –

F help the reader imagine the animal sounds that welcome the

spring season

G emphasize the differences between roosters and hens

H suggest that the author prefers life on a farm

J remind the reader of young children

5 The illustrations were probably provided with the poem to –

A teach the reader about some animals that children like

B give the reader a break from reading a difficult poem

C help the reader understand the changing of the seasons

D show symbols of spring that are mentioned in the poem

1 Look at these lines from the

poem –

2 Which words from the first stanza of the poem help the reader

understand what the words Nightingale and Lark mean?

F Merrily, merrily, H Bird’s delight

G Now it’s mute. J Day and night;

3 Why does the author repeat the line Merrily, merrily, to welcome in

the year at the end of each stanza?

A To thank the little boy and girl for their merry voices

B To emphasize the sounds that can be heard in springtime

C To express the joy the author feels for this time of the year

D To create a rhyme in the last two lines of each stanza

14 Fig. 19 D

14 Fig. 19 D

2B

4A

4A

Sound the flute!

Now it’s mute.

Birds delight

Day and night;

The poem’s rhyme scheme is –

A ABAB

B AABB

C ABCD

D AABC
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