
Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking-vocabulary. The student uses newly acquired 
vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to: 

3A    supporting use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation, and word origin 
3B     readiness use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant meaning of unfamiliar words or multiple-meaning words 
3C    supporting identify the meaning of and use words with affixes such as trans-, super-, -ive, and -ology and roots such as geo and photo 
3D    supporting identify, use, and explain the meaning of adages and puns 

Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and 
deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to: 

6C    supporting make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and structures 
6E     readiness make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 
6F     readiness make inferences and use evidence to support understanding   
6G      readiness evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
6H     readiness synthesize information to create new understanding 

Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of 
sources that are read, heard, or viewed. The student is expected to: 

7C     readiness use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
7D     readiness retell, paraphrase, or summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order 

Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts-literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-literary 
elements, specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary 
texts. The student is expected to: 

8A    supporting infer multiple themes within a text using text evidence 
8B     readiness analyze the relationships of and conflicts among the characters 
8C     readiness analyze plot elements, including the rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 
8D    supporting explain the influence of the setting, including historical and cultural settings, on the plot 

9A    supporting demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children's literature such as folktales, fables, legends, 
myths, and tall tales 

9B    supporting explain the use of sound devices and figurative language and distinguish between the poet and the speaker in poems across a 
variety of poetic forms 

9C    supporting explain structure in drama such as character tags, acts, scenes, and stage directions 
9Di    readiness recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including the central idea with supporting evidence 
9Dii  supporting recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including features such as insets, timelines, and sidebars to 

support understanding 
9Diii supporting recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including organizational patterns such as logical order and order 

of importance 
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9Ei    readiness recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by identifying the claim 
9Eii   readiness recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by explaining how the author has used facts for or against an 

argument 
9Eiii supporting recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by identifying the intended audience or reader 

Author's purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' 
choices and how they influence and communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student is expected to: 

10A   readiness explain the author's purpose and message within a text 
10B  supporting explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose 
10C  supporting analyze the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 
10D  supporting describe how the author's use of imagery, literal and figurative language such as simile, and sound devices achieve specific 

purposes 
10E  supporting identify and understand the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view 
10F  supporting discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice 
10G  supporting explain the use of hyperbole, stereotyping, and anecdote 



Revising and Editing - Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking – beginning reading and 
writing. The student is expected to demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by: 

2Bi      readiness spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; VCe syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and 
diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final stable syllables 

2Bii     readiness spelling words with consonant changes, including/t/ to/sh/ such as in select and selection and/k/ to/sh/ such as music and 
musician; 

2Biii   supporting spelling multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns 
2Biv   supporting Spelling words using advanced knowledge of syllable division patterns 
2Bv    supporting spelling words using knowledge of prefixes 
2Bvi    readiness spelling words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can change base words such as dropping e, changing y to I, 

and doubling final consonants 

Revising and Editing - Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – writing process. The student uses the writing 
process to compose multiple texts. The student is expected to: 

11Bi    readiness develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including an 
introduction, transitions, and a conclusion 

11Bii   readiness developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts and details 
11C     readiness revise drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging ideas for 

coherence and clarity 
11Di        readiness edit drafts using English conventions, including complete simple and compound sentences with subject-verb agreement and 

the avoidance of splices, run-ons, and fragments 
11Dii      readiness edit drafts using English conventions, including past tense of irregular verbs 
11Diii supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including collective nouns 
11Div supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including adjectives, including their comparative and superlative forms 
11Dv supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including conjunctive adverbs 
11Dvi supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb 

agreement 
11Dvii supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including pronouns, including indefinite 
11Dviiisupporting edit drafts using English conventions, including subordinating conjunctions to form complex sentences 
11Dix supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including capitalization of abbreviations, initials, acronyms, and organizations 
11Dx   supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including italics and underlining for titles and emphasis and punctuation marks, 

including quotation marks in dialogue and commas in compound and complex sentences 
11Dxi   readiness edit drafts using English conventions, including correct spelling of words with grade-appropriate orthographic patterns and 

rules and high-frequency words 

Written Essay – Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed. The student is expected to: 

7B     readiness write a response to a literary or informational text that demonstrates an understanding of a text, including comparing and 
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contrasting ideas across a variety of sources 

Written Essay – Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – genres. The student uses genre characteristics and 
craft to compose multiple texts that are meaningful. The student is expected to: 

12B   readiness compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a topic, using a clear central idea and 
genre characteristics and craft 

12C   readiness compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using genre characteristics and craft 
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Raggedy Ann Stories 

By Johnny Gruelle 

1     Raggedy Ann is a character in a series of books by author 

Johnny Gruelle. She has entertained young readers for over a 

century. Raggedy Ann is a worn doll made of rags, buttons, and red 

string. Read Mr. Gruelle’s introduction to learn how Raggedy Ann is 

rescued from her corner of a dusty attic.  

2     Marcella liked to play up in the attic at Grandma's quaint old 

house, way out in the country. There were so many old forgotten 

things to find up there. 

3     One day, Marcella was up in the attic. She had played with the 

old spinning wheel until she had grown tired of it. She curled up on 

an old horsehair sofa to rest. 

4     "I wonder what is in that barrel, way back in the corner?" she 

thought. She jumped from the sofa and climbed over two dusty 

trunks. 

5     It was quite dark back there. Marcella pulled a large bundle of 

things from the barrel. She took them over to the window where she 

could see better. There was a funny little bonnet with long white 

ribbons. Marcella put it on. 

6     In an old leather bag, she found a number of tintypes of 

curious-looking men and women in old-fashioned clothes. There 

was one picture of a very pretty little girl. Her long curls were tied 

tightly back from her forehead. She wore a long dress and odd 

pantaloons which reached to her shoe-tops. Marcella pulled an old 

rag doll with one button eye and a painted nose and a smiling 

mouth. Her dress was of soft material, blue with pretty little flowers 

and dots all over it. 

7     Forgetting everything else in the happiness of her find, Marcella 

caught up the rag doll. She ran downstairs to show it to Grandma. 

8     "Well! Well! Where did you find it?" Grandma cried. "It's old 

Raggedy Ann!" She hugged the doll to her breast. "I had forgotten

her. She has been in the attic for fifty years, I guess! Well! Well! 

Dear old Raggedy Ann! I will sew another button on her right away!" 

Grandma went to the machine drawer and got her needle and 

thread. 

9     Marcella watched the sewing while Grandma told how she had 

played with Raggedy Ann when she was a little girl. 

10   "Now!" Grandma laughed, "Raggedy Ann, you have two fine 

shoe-button eyes and with them you can see the changes that have 

taken place in the world while you have been shut up so long in the 

attic! For, Raggedy Ann, you have a new playmate and mistress 

now, and I hope you both will have as much happiness together as 

you and I used to have!" 

11   Then Grandma gave Raggedy Ann to Marcella, saying very 

seriously, "Marcella, let me introduce my very dear friend, Raggedy 

Ann. Raggedy, this is my granddaughter,  

Marcella!" And Grandma gave the doll a twitch  

with her fingers in such a way that the rag  

doll nodded her head to Marcella. 

12   "Oh, Grandma! Thank you ever and  

ever so much!" Marcella cried as she gave  

Grandma a hug and kiss. "Raggedy Ann and  

I will have just loads of fun." 

13   And this is how Raggedy Ann joined the  

doll family at Marcella's house, where  

she began the adventures of Raggedy  

Ann. 

TM 
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4 This question has two parts. First answer Part A. Then answer 

Part B. 

Part A

In later stories featuring Raggedy Ann, Marcella will likely – 

F  spend lots of time looking for old photographs in her  

     grandmother’s attic 

G  ask her Grandmother to sew new rag dolls like Raggedy Ann 

H  enjoy going on pretend adventures with her new doll as a main  

     character 

J  meet Johnny Gruelle, the author of famous stories for children 

Part B

Which sentence from the story best supports your answer in 

Part A? 

A Marcella liked to play up in the attic at Grandma's quaint old  

     house, way out in the country. 

B There was one picture of a very pretty little girl.

C "Oh, Grandma! Thank you ever and ever so much!" Marcella  

     cried as she gave Grandma a hug and kiss.

D And this is how Raggedy Ann joined the doll family at Marcella's 

    house, where she began the adventures of Raggedy Ann.

2 Read the events from the story chart. 

Which of the following events best completes the chart? 

  F  Grandma sews a new shoe-button eye onto Raggedy Ann.

  G  Marcella takes Raggedy Ann home to be with her other dolls. 

  H  Marcella rests on the horsehair sofa. 

  J  Marcella hugs, kisses, and thanks Grandma.

7D

1 Why are the events in paragraph 4 important to the story?   

  A  They show the reader why Marcella needs to rest. 

  B  They help the reader understand why Grandma is able to sew. 

  C  They lead Marcella to an old rag doll in a bundle in the barrel. 

  D  They present the story’s main conflict. 

8C

6C

3 The reader can tell that Marcella enjoys her grandmother’s attic 

because – 

     A  she knows there is an old rag doll hidden in a barrel 

     B  there is a soft and comfortable sofa for napping 

     C  she frequently finds new toys hidden in wrapped packages 

     D  she likes to see and play with her grandmother’s old things 

8B

5 The illustration included with the story shows Raggedy Ann – 

F  when Marcella first found her in the large bundle of things 

      G  after Grandma sews on a new button eye 

      H  when Marcella first shows Raggedy Ann to Grandma 

      J  after Grandma sews her a new blue dress 

10C

TM 
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Marcella shows Grandma a rag doll from the attic.

Grandma cries out and hugs the doll to her breast.

Grandma introduces Raggedy Ann to Marcella. 

7C



S10P2 Raggedy Ann 

passage.doc

The Little Peach 

An Adaptation of a Poem by Eugene Field 

    1     A little peach in the orchard grew, 

2     A little peach of emerald hue;

3     Warmed by the sun and wet by the dew,

4     It grew. 

5     One day, passing that orchard through,

6     That little peach dawned on the view

    7 Of Johnny Jones and his sister Sue-

8     Them two.  

9     Up at that peach a club they threw-

10   Down from the stem on which it grew

11   Fell that peach of emerald hue.

12   Mon Dieu! 

13   John took a bite and Sue a chew,

14   And then the trouble began to brew-

15   Trouble the doctor couldn't subdue.

16   Too true! 

17   Upon the turf where the daisies grew

18   Their bellies ached, Johnny and Sue,

19   They felt as if they suffered from flu-

20   Boo hoo! 

21   What of that peach of the emerald hue,

22   Warmed by the sun, and wet by the dew?

23   Ah, well, its mission on earth is through.

24   Adieu!

The Peach Tree on the Southern Wall 

By Christina Rosetti 

     1 

     2 

     3 

     4 

     5 

     6 

     7 

     8 

Peach Blossom at Dalin Temple 

By Bai Juyi 

1   All across the world this June, the petals have fallen, 

2   But on the mountain, the temple's peach tree has just bloomed. 

3   I was filled with regret, I thought Spring had gone without a trace.

4   I see now that it has only moved up here. 

The peach tree on the southern wall 

Has basked so long beneath the sun, 

Her score of peaches great and small 

Bloom rosy, every one. 

A peach for brothers, one for each, 

A peach for you and a peach for me; 

But the biggest, rosiest, downiest peach 

For Grandmamma with her tea. 
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     21 Read the following excerpt from “Looking for a Good Read? 

Read the Classics!”

To sum up, kids should read more classic literature. The 

stories are fun, and the characters are great. Sure, it’s easier 

to watch a 90-minute movie than read a whole book, but 

reading a good book is worth the effort.    

Based on the excerpt and the text, write a response to the 

following: 

Do you agree that children should read more classic 

literature? Why or why not? 

Manage your time so you can REVIEW THE SELECTION and 

PLAN YOUR RESPONSE carefully.  

Be sure to – 

 state your thesis clearly, 

 organize your writing and develop your ideas, 

 use evidence from the selection to support your response, 

and  

 use correct capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and 

grammar. 

After writing, make sure to REVISE and EDIT your response.  

Write your response on the lines that follow.  

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
7B, 12C
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These paragraphs are from a science fiction story Rafe wrote for a 

creative writing assignment. Read Rafe’s paper and look for any 

revisions he should make. Then answer the questions that follow.  

(1) Rashid knew that escape lay just beyond the Monitors 

guarding the heavy metal doors at the end of the corridor. (2) He felt 

dirty, exhausted, and confused. (3) Every night he sat in this 

hallway, hoping to spot a way out. (4) If his chance came tonight, he 

wondered if he’d have the strength to break out of this crazy place. 

(5) But he would find the energy for his crew.      

(6) Crouching in the shadow of a doorway, Rashid waited 

and watched. (7) Water slowly dripped from an overhead pipe, a 

small unidentifiable animal ran down the hall, and Rashid heard this 

planet’s version of cockroaches skittering in the darkness. (8) “Will 

this be another wasted night?” he wondered.  

(9) Suddenly, a door banged open in the distance.  

(10) Rashid heard some Monitors yelling at one of his crewmates.  

(11) He instinctively started moving toward the sound. (12) Rashid 

hadn’t seen anyone from his starship since they were forced to land 

on this terrible planet, and he desperately wanted to find the others. 

(13) “I can save them,” he thought, for one frantic second. (14) But 

he quickly came to his senses. (15) “Me getting out of here is the 

best shot any of us have,” he said to himself. (16) “Help me 

escape,” he thought, “and I’ll come back for you all.” (17) Oh, how 

he wished there was some way to communicate with his crew.  

(18) Rashid crawled back to his hiding spot and wondered  

how he could distract the Monitors guarding the doors. (19) He felt  

an overwhelming sense, all of the sudden, that he was not alone.  

(20) He fearfully checked his surroundings, but there was no one 

there. (21) Then, he thought he heard a voice. (22) “Go now,” it 

seemed to say.  

(23) Rashid looked around and tried to make sense of what 

was happening. (24) “Go now,” the voice said again, and Rashid 

realized he felt it more than heard it. (25) “We know you will return 

for us.” (26) Rashid suddenly understood that his shipmates were 

communicating with him telepathically, but there was no time to 

figure out how. (27) In that instant, the corridors exploded with 

noise. (28) The entire crew started screaming aloud at once.  

(29) The Monitors at the end of the hall immediately started 

running toward the chaos. (30) When they passed him without even 

looking down, Rashid knew his chance for escape had finally 

arrived. (31) He quickly and carefully crept toward the unguarded 

metal doors, pushed them open, and stepped out into the darkness. 

(32) Rashid took cover behind what seemed to be a boulder and 

tried to make sense of his surroundings. (33) Then, he felt the 

voices in his head again. (34) “Return quickly,” his crew said.  

(35) “There isn’t much time.” 

MathWarm-Ups.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    2022 Baker & Petsche Publishing LLC

      Countdown to the Reading Language Arts STAAR                  NEW QUESTION TYPE EDITION                                                                             Series 1 / Page 14TM 



     40 Rafe would like to combine sentences 27 and 28 to improve 

the flow of his paper. On the lines below, combine sentences 27 

and 28 in a clear and effective way. 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

11C

38 Rafe would like to add a detail to the second paragraph 

(sentences 6-8) that helps the reader feel how slowly time seems to 

be moving for Rashid. Which of the following sentences should he 

add after sentence 7? 

          A  The seconds slipped slowly by, one by one. 

          B  Time moved slowly for Rashid. 

          C  Rashid had been there so long, time actually stopped. 

          D  Rashid watched the clock, and it wasn’t moving. 
11Bii

37 Rafe wants to replace sentence 5 with a sentence that better 

introduces his story’s main problem. Which of the following 

sentences MOST improves sentence 5?   

F  But he knew, if he didn’t find the energy, his crew would be able  

     to save him. 

G  But he knew he would do whatever necessary, because saving  

     his crew was non-negotiable. 

H  But he had to do it, because he was the one who had to save  

     them. 

J  But he knew that if he just had enough energy, they’d be able to  

     escape from this planet. 
11Bi

41 Rafe would like to use a more effective word than stepped in 

sentence 31. Which of the following is the BEST replacement for 

the word stepped? 

                                            A  went 

                                            B  walked 

                                            C  ran 

                                            D  stumbled 

11C

39 Which of the following is the BEST revision for sentence 19? 

F  He felt an overwhelming sense that he all of the sudden was not  

     alone. 

G  Then all of the sudden, he felt he was not alone in an  

     overwhelming sense. 

H  All of the sudden, he felt an overwhelming sense that he  

     was not alone. 

J  He, all of the sudden, felt an overwhelming sense he was not  

     alone. 11C

Series 1 / Page 15
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