
Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking-vocabulary. The student uses newly acquired 
vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to: 

3A    supporting use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation 
3B     readiness use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant meaning of unfamiliar words or multiple-meaning words 
3C    supporting identify the meaning of and use words with affixes such as im- (into), non-, dis-, in- (not, non), pre-, -ness, -y, and -ful 
3D    supporting identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, homophones, and homographs in a text 

Comprehension skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and 
deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to: 

6C    supporting make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and structures 
6E     readiness make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society 
6F     readiness make inferences and use evidence to support understanding 
6G      readiness evaluate details read to determine key ideas 
6H     readiness synthesize information to create new understanding 

Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of 
sources that are read, heard, or viewed. The student is expected to: 

7C     readiness use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
7D    supporting retell and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order 

Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary 
elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts. The student is expected to: 

8A    supporting infer the theme of a work, distinguishing theme from topic 
8B     readiness explain the relationships among the major and minor characters 
8C     readiness analyze plot elements, including the sequence of events, the conflict, and the resolution 
8D    supporting explain the influence of the setting on the plot 

9A    supporting demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children's literature such as folktales, fables, fairy tales, 
legends, and myths 

9B    supporting explain rhyme scheme, sound devices, and structural elements such as stanzas in a variety of poems 
9C    supporting discuss elements of drama such as characters, dialogue, setting, and acts 
9Di    readiness recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including the central idea with supporting evidence 
9Dii  supporting recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including features such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, 

bullets, numbers, and bold and italicized font to support understanding 
9Diii supporting recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including organizational patterns such as cause and effect and 

problem and solution 
9Ei    readiness recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by identifying the claim 
9Eii   readiness recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by distinguishing facts from opinion 
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9Eiii supporting recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by identifying the intended audience or reader 

Author's purpose and craft: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student uses critical inquiry to analyze the authors' 
choices and how they influence and communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student is expected to: 

10A   readiness explain the author's purpose and message within a text 
10B  supporting explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose 
10C  supporting explain the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes 
10D  supporting describe how the author's use of imagery, literal and figurative language such as simile, and sound devices such as 

onomatopoeia achieves specific purposes 
10E  supporting identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of view 
10F  supporting discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice 
10G  supporting identify and explain the use of hyperbole 



Revising and Editing - Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking – beginning reading and 
writing. The student is expected to demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by: 

2Bi      readiness spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; VCe syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and 
diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final stable syllables 

2Bii     readiness spelling homophones 
2Biii    readiness spelling compound words, contractions, and abbreviations 
2Biv   supporting spelling multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns 
2Bv    supporting spelling words using knowledge of syllable division patterns such as VCCV, VCV, and VCCCV 
2Bvi   supporting spelling words using knowledge of prefixes 
2Bviii supporting spelling words using knowledge of suffixes, including how they can change base words such as dropping e, changing y to I, 

and doubling final consonants 

Revising and Editing - Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – writing process. The student uses the writing 
process to compose multiple texts. The student is expected to: 

11Bi    readiness develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by organizing with purposeful structure, including an 
introduction and conclusion 

11Bii   readiness develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by developing an engaging idea with relevant details 
11C     readiness revise drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging ideas for 

coherence and clarity 
11Di        readiness edit drafts using English conventions, including complete simple and compound sentences with subject-verb agreement 
11Dii      readiness edit drafts using English conventions, including past, present, and future verb tense 
11Diii supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including singular, plural, common, and proper nouns 
11Div supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including adjectives, including their comparative and superlative forms 
11Dv supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including adverbs that convey time and adverbs that convey manner 
11Dvi supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including prepositions and prepositional phrases 
11DViisupporting edit drafts using English conventions, including pronouns, including subjective, objective, and possessive cases 
11Dviiisupporting edit drafts using English conventions, including coordinating conjunctions to form compound subjects, predicates, and 

sentences 
11Dix supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including capitalization of official titles of people, holidays, and geographical names 

and places 
11Dx   supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including punctuation marks, including apostrophes in contractions and possessives 

and commas in compound sentences and items in a series 
11Dxi  supporting edit drafts using English conventions, including correct spelling of words with grade-appropriate orthographic patterns and 

rules and high-frequency words 

Written Essay – Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed. The student is expected to: 

7B     readiness write a response to a literary or informational text that demonstrates an understanding of a text 
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Written Essay – Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts – genres. The student uses genre characteristics and 
craft to compose multiple texts that are meaningful. The student is expected to: 

12B   readiness compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a topic, using a clear central idea and 
genre characteristics and craft 

12C   readiness compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using genre characteristics and craft 



Blackout is the goal! After completing and checking a page of your Countdown, shade the oval of each question you answer correctly. The 
ovals that are not shaded show you and your teacher which standards you need to work on. Shade carefully, accurately, and neatly!
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The Mouse’s Wedding 

A Story from the Ancient Panchatantra of India 

1     One day a small mouse tumbled down into the great Ganges 

River. A wise guru, washing in the holy river, saw the poor little 

mouse struggling. The guru lifted the wet mouse from the water, 

saving her life. The wise guru then used his power to turn the 

mouse into a girl. The guru led the little girl by the hand to his 

village. When they arrived at his hut, he presented the girl to his 

wife. 

2     “Please accept this poor child as a blessing to our home. The 

gods have sent her because we do not have a child of our own.” His 

wife, moved by the girl’s sad appearance, agreed.  

3     The child seemed very special. She was raised by the guru and 

his wife. She learned all the guru’s wisdom. The guru’s wife, also 

wise, taught the girl all that she knew of the world. The old couple 

adored their adopted daughter. And the daughter loved her new 

parents. She worked hard to make them proud. The family lived 

very happily.  

4     One day, the guru noticed that his daughter was old enough to 

marry. “Would you like to marry?” he asked his daughter. “I know 

the Sun God. I will summon him to marry you if you wish.” 

5     “No,” the girl replied. She was in no hurry to marry. “The sun is 

so unbearably hot and he has a fiery temper. I would not want to be 

his wife.” 

6     “The god of the wind often covers the sun’s face,” the guru’s 

wife suggested. 

7     “Would you prefer to marry the Wind God?” the guru asked, 

hopefully. 

8     “I think not,” the daughter answered after thinking. “The wind is  

often dark, cold, and wet. I should not like to spend my life in the 

wind.” 

9     “That is true,” the guru’s wife said. “But the mountain protects 

us from the worst windstorms.”

10   “True,” the guru said in an excited voice, “the mountain is  

strong and solid. Shall I summon the Mountain God to see if he 

would like to be your husband?” 

11   “Well,” the daughter mused, “the mountain is hard and rigid. It 

has sharp edges. It would be uncomfortable, I think, to be married 

to the god of the mountain.” 

12   The guru and his wife sat thoughtfully. The wife remembered 

that many mice lived in their burrows on the mountain. She had an 

idea. 

13   “Daughter,” she said, “the mice have a great king known for his 

strength and kindness. Perhaps he would make a good husband?” 

14   “Let me think about this,” the girl said. For as long as she 

thought, she could think of no reason not to marry the king of the 

mice. Her father used his great powers to summon the Mouse King.

15    The Mouse King was courteous to the family. He spoke for a 

long time to the girl. She asked him many questions. She listened to 

his careful answers and laughed at his clever jokes.  

16   “You are like no other human I have ever met,” the king said to 

the girl. “You and I share the same spirit.” The guru and his wife 

smiled. The guru’s first spell wore off, and the girl turned back into a 

mouse. She was a beautiful, wise, and sweet little mouse once 

again.  

17   Everyone was delighted when the Mouse King and the guru’s 

daughter agreed to marry each other. The wedding was lovely. 

Many, many mice attended. The guru and his wife knew they would 

miss their daughter. They also knew she would make a fine queen 

for the mice. 
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1 Why did the guru change the little mouse into a human girl? 

A  To save the mouse from the river’s dangerous waters 

B  To have the daughter that he and his wife had always wanted 

C  To trick the great Mouse King into getting married 

D  To protect the little mouse from dangerous predators 
8B

5 Which line from the story best shows the Mouse King to be 

thoughtful and smart? 

A “Daughter, she said, “the mice have a great king known for his 

     strength and kindness.”

B For as long as she thought, she could think of no reason not to  

     marry the king of the mice.

C She listened to his careful answers and laughed at his clever  

     jokes. 

D Everyone was delighted when the Mouse King and the guru’s  

     daughter agreed to marry each other. 6F

     7 Describe the story’s resolution in your own words. Be careful to write complete, correct sentences. 

8C

2 Read these sentences from paragraph 16. 

The Mouse King’s words support the idea that – 

   F  our outward appearance may hide our true nature 

   G  those things most beautiful are often rotten on the inside 

   H  the wisest among us are often the least powerful 

   J  nobody can really tell what the future holds for us 
8A

3 Why does the guru’s daughter reject the idea of marrying the Sun 

God, the Wind God, and the Mountain God? 

A  She is really a mouse and doesn’t want to marry a king of any  

     sort. 

B  She is worried that her choice of a husband will make her  

     parents unhappy. 

C  She does not want to spend her life with a husband that makes  

     her uncomfortable. 

D  She knows that she is in love with the Mouse King. 6H

6 Which plot elements help the reader understand that this story is 

a folk legend? 

        F  The story’s setting along India’s Ganges River 

        G  Magical transformations and animals that speak 

        H  Interesting characters like an Indian guru and his wife 

        J  Characters that live together as a happy family 

9A

“You are like no other human I have ever met,” the king said to 
the girl. “You and I share the same spirit.” 
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8B

4 The guru’s daughter only agrees to marry the Mouse King after – 

  F  meeting other men that her family has presented for marriage 

  G  presenting the king with a riddle that is impossible to solve 

  H  she realizes that she will never please her father and mother 

  J  thinking carefully and getting to know him well 
8B
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Daydreams 
By Rousseau Boulanger 

1                  If I could float fluffy, puffy, like a cloud 
2                        not lonely, alone only,  
3                           high above a crushing crowd     

4                     If I could sweep in, squeeze by, a breeze,
5                      aflutter in a flurry 
6             whisking a whirl of swirling leaves 

7       If I could alight right at the top of a tree 
8         no fright, all night, perched 
9           on a bough or a branch, how I’d sing 

10                              If I could sail like a ship on the grasses
11                                 gliding, riding, delighting  
12                     pleased to speed over flat prairie passes      

13         If I could, I’m sure I would  
14            much prefer it
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8 The poem’s shape and structure work together to – 

     A  remind the reader of a noisy, crowded room 

     B  emphasize the poem’s theme of gentle, natural movement

     C  create a tone of loneliness and longing 

     D  help the reader understand the poem’s hardest words
10B

     9 In lines 10-12, the poem’s speaker imagines what it would be 

like to move like a sailing ship. In the poem, the speaker also 

mentions other objects that move.  Which of the following 

objects are NOT mentioned in the poem?     (Select two)  

 A cloud            A car            A breeze          

 A bird            A star 

6H

10 The illustration is likely included to help the reader visualize the 

poem’s – 

                                F  setting          H  speaker           

                                G  author          J  plot     10C

11 This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer 

Part B. 

Part A

Which sound device does the poet use in the first four stanzas 

of the poem? 

                      A  Internal rhyme          C  Onomatopoeia 

                      B  Blank verse              D  Perfect rhyme 

Part B

Which line from the poem gives an example of the answer to 

part A? 

F If I could sail like a ship on the grasses

G aflutter in a flurry

H in a bough or a branch, how I’d sing

J gliding, riding, delighting

9B

7C
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     25  Read the following excerpt from “Prairie Dogs.” 

Prairie dogs are an important part of the grassland food 

web. A strong food web starts with healthy soil. Healthy soil 

supports healthy grasses. Prairie dogs are herbivores that eat  

these grasses. They are primary consumers. Secondary 

consumers are predators such as eagles, hawks, owls, foxes, 

coyotes, bobcats, and snakes. These secondary consumers 

feed on primary consumers such as prairie dogs. The 

grasses are food for primary consumers. And primary 

consumers are food for secondary consumers. The energy 

goes up the food chain from soil, to grasses, to prairie dogs, 

to hawks. 

Based on the excerpt and the text, write a response to the following:

Explain the prairie dog’s role in a healthy grassland 

ecosystem. 

Manage your time so you can REVIEW THE SELECTION and 

PLAN YOUR RESPONSE carefully.  

Be sure to – 

 state your thesis clearly, 

 organize your writing and develop your ideas, 

 use evidence from the selection to support your response, 

and  

 use correct capitalization, spelling, punctuation, and 

grammar. 

After writing, make sure to REVISE and EDIT your response.  

Write your response on the lines that follow.  

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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These paragraphs are from a creative paper Thomas wrote about a 

genie in a magic lamp. Read Thomas’ paper and look for any 

revisions he should make. Then answer the questions that follow.  

(1) I couldn’t believe it was a genie! (2) He was like a puff of 

smoke that kept growing. (3) At first, he was the size of the lamp. 

(4) Within seconds he was huge! 

(5) “Greetings, young man,” he said in a surprisingly quiet 

voice. (6) “What wishes may I grant you?”  

(7) I was so surprised that I couldn’t answer him.  

(8) I had just been playing in the field behind my house when 

I tripped on something. (9) I looked down and saw a rusty old lamp. 

(10) It was round and fat on the bottom, but it got skinny at the top. 

(11) The lamp was covered in dirt. (12) I had used my shirt to shine 

it up a bit. (13) I was wearing a green t-shirt that day. (14) That’s 

when the genie popped out. 

(15) “Young man,” the genie said again, “your wishes?” 

(16) “Um, how many do I get?” I asked. (17) “Is it three, like 

in the stories?” 

(18) “I will do you five wishes,” he said. 

(19) “Five!?” I shouted. (20) I couldn’t believe my luck.  

(21) My mind started spinning, thinking of all the things I might 

request.  

(22) “One moment,” said the genie, “I can see that you, like 

most wishers, are thinking of things. (23) I don’t grant things, I grant 

changes. (24) Furthermore, only one of the changes can be for 

you.”  

(25) I must have looked as confused as I felt because he sat 

down to explain.  

(26) “I don’t give away toys or trampolines,” he said. (27) “I 

also don’t give away cars or houses. (28) These are examples of 

things people often wish for. (29) Instead, I make changes in 

people’s lives.”  

(30) “Like, you could make me a better soccer player?” I 

asked hopefully.  

(31) “Exactly,” he replied, “but there is something else.  

(32) My wishes they must be shared. (33) You get one change for 

someone close to you, one for your family, one for your community, 

and one for the whole world. (34) You may use only one wish for 

yourself.”    

(35) “Wow”, I said. (36) “I have to think so much about this a 

lot!”   
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     41 Sentence 36 repeats information. In the space provided, 

rewrite sentence 36 in a way that avoids repetition. 

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

11C

37 Thomas would like to make his introduction more exciting. Which 

of the following sentences would BEST replace sentence 1? 

     A  I couldn’t believe my eyes when the genie popped out of the  

          lamp. 

     B  A genie suddenly popped out of a lamp in front of my eyes. 

     C  Suddenly, there was a genie. 

     D  I couldn’t believe it, what I was seeing! 

11Bi

40 What is the BEST revision for sentence 32? 

        F  The wishes they must be shared. 

        G  My wishes of mine, they must be shared. 

        H  My wishes they must also be shared. 

        J  My wishes must be shared. 

11C

38 Thomas wants to use a better word than do in sentence 18. 

What word should replace do in sentence 18? 

    F  Grant         

    G  Get            

    H  Make 

    J  Have 

11C

39 What is the BEST way to combine sentences 26 and 27? 

A  “I don’t give away toys or trampolines,” he said, “or cars or  

     houses.” 

B  “I don’t give away toys, trampolines, cars, or houses,” he said. 

C  “I don’t give away toys or trampolines or cars or houses,” he  

     said. 

D  “I don’t give away toys or trampolines, or cars or houses,” he  

     said. 

11C

TM 
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