
Strand 1 – Developing Language Skills: Vocabulary. The student uses new
vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to:

Overlapping 2009 TEKS (tested spring 2020 and 2021) and

New TEKS (tested beginning in 2022)

3A
use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication and
pronunciation

2E
use a dictionary or glossary to determine the meanings,
syllabication and pronunciation of unknown words

3B
use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant
meaning of unfamiliar words or multiple-meaning words

2B
use the context of the sentence to determine the meaning
of unfamiliar words or multiple meaning words

3C
determine the meaning of and use words with affixes such as mis-, sub-,
-ment and -ity/ty and roots such as auto, graph and meter

2A
determine the meaning of grade level academic English
words derived from Latin, Greek or other linguistic roots
and affixes

3D identify, use and explain the meaning of homophones such as reign/rain New to 4th grade (moved from 3rd)

Strand 2 – Comprehension Skills: Multiple Texts. The student uses
metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of
increasingly complex texts. The student is expected to:

Overlapping 2009 TEKS (tested spring 2020 and 2021) and

New TEKS (tested beginning in 2022)

6C
make, correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics
of genre and structures

New

6E
make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts and
society

4 Fig.19F
make connections between literary and
informational texts with similar ideas and provide
textual evidence

6F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding 4 Fig.19D
make inferences about text using textual evidence to
support understanding

6G evaluate details read to determine key ideas 11A
summarize the main idea and supporting details in
text in ways that maintain meaning

6H synthesize information to create new understanding New

Strand 3 – Response Skills: Multiple Texts. The student responds to an
increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard or viewed.
The student is expected to:

Overlapping 2009 TEKS (tested spring 2020 and 2021) and

New TEKS (tested beginning in 2022)

11A
summarize the main idea and supporting details in
text in ways that maintain meaning

7D
retell, paraphrase or summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning
and logical order

4 Fig.19E
summarize information in text, maintaining meaning
and logical order
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9A
demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known
children’s literature such as folktales, fables, legends, myths and tall
tales

New to 4th grade (moved from 3rd grade)

9B
explain figurative language such as simile, metaphor and personification
that the poet uses to create images

8A
identify the author’s use of similes and metaphors to
produce imagery

9C
explain structure in drama such as character tags, acts, scenes and
stage directions

5A
describe the structural elements particular to dramatic
literature

9Di
recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including
(i) the central idea with supporting evidence

11A
summarize the main idea and supporting details in text
in ways that maintain meaning

9Dii
recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including
(ii) features such as pronunciation guides and diagrams to support
understanding

11D
use multiple text features (e.g. guide words, topic and
concluding sentences) to gain an overview of the
contents of text and to locate information

9Diii
recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including
(iii) organizational patterns such as compare and contrast

11C
describe explicit and implicit relationships among ideas
in texts organized by cause-and-effect, sequence or
comparison

9Ei
recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by

(i) identifying the claim
New

9Eii
recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by

(ii) explaining how the author has used facts for an argument
New

9Eiii
recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by

(iii) identifying the intended audience or reader
New

9F recognize characteristics of multimodal and digital texts New

Strand 4 –Multiple Genres: Literary Elements. The student recognizes and
analyzes literary elements within and across increasingly complex
traditional, contemporary, classical and diverse literary texts. The student
is expected to:

Overlapping 2009 TEKS (tested spring 2020 and 2021) and

New TEKS (tested beginning in 2022)

8A infer basic themes supported by text evidence 3A
summarize and explain the lesson or message of a work
of fiction as its theme

8B explain the interactions of the characters and the changes they undergo 6B
describe the interaction of the characters including their
relationships and the changes they undergo

8C
analyze plot elements, including the rising action, climax, falling action
and resolution

6A
sequence and summarize the plot’s main events and
explain their influence on future events

8D
explain the influence of the setting, including historical and cultural
settings, on the plot

New to 4th grade (moved from 7th grade)
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Strand 5 – Author’s Purpose and Craft: Multiple Texts. The student uses
critical inquiry to analyze the authors’ choices and how they influence and
communicate meaning within a variety of texts. The student is expected to:

Overlapping 2009 TEKS (tested spring 2020 and 2021) and

New TEKS (tested beginning in 2022)

3A
summarize and explain the lesson or message of a work
of fiction as its theme10A explain the author’s purpose and message within a text

10A explain the author's purpose and message within a text

10B explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose 4A
explain how the structural elements of poetry relate to
form

14A
students use comprehension skills to analyze how
words, images, graphics and sounds work together in
various forms to impact meaning10C

analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific
purposes

13B explain factual information presented graphically

10D
describe how the author’s use of imagery, literal and figurative language
such as simile and metaphor, and sound devices such as alliteration and
assonance achieves specific purposes

8A
identify the author’s use of similes and metaphors to
produce imagery

10E
identify and understand the use of literary devices, including first- or
third-person point of view

6C
identify whether the narrator or speaker of a story is first
or third person

10F discuss how the author’s use of language contributes to voice New

10G identify and explain the use of anecdote New

Countdown to the Reading STAAR Correlation of 2019 to 2009 Reading TEKS 4th Grade Page 3

MathWarm-Ups.com  2019 Baker & Petsche Publishing LLC



3 In paragraph 2, the word superior means –

A better than other food C healthy

B too expensive D cheap

2 Read this information about the origin of the word fortune.

This information helps the reader know that the word fortunate

in paragraph 6 means –

F good H happy

G risky J lucky

1 Read this dictionary entry. Which meaning of strong is used

in paragraph 1?

A Meaning 1

B Meaning 2

C Meaning 3

D Meaning 4
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Mr. Silva

1 One of the wisest men that ever lived was the owner of a taco

truck in a small Texas town. Gerardo Silva was a simple man. He

had the same routine every day. He would wake up at 3:30 in the

morning, pour a cup of strong coffee and prepare for his day.

2 Mr. Silva’s taco truck served only three kinds of delicious

tacos: bean and cheese, barbacoa and pork fajita. Mrs. Silva

disapproved of the menu at first. She thought they should serve a

larger variety. Mr. Silva calmly explained that these were the most

popular tacos. He said, “If we keep our menu simple, our life will be

simpler, and we will be happier.” Because he focused on just three

tacos, Mr. Silva’s food was superior. The truck was a success.

3 Though Mr. Silva had to wake up extremely early each day to

prepare the ingredients for the tacos, he never complained. Once,

when Mr. Silva’s daughter was in high school, she invented a

machine that could cut the fajita meat faster. “Papa,” she said, “If

you use my machine, you won’t have to get up so early every day.”

4 “Yes,” he said. “But your machine is very complicated. If I keep

my tasks simple, my days will be simpler, and I will be happier.”

5 At the taco stand, Mrs. Silva would take the orders from all the

customers. Mr. Silva would prepare the tacos and pass them

through the window to the hungry people. Along with tacos, Mr.

Silva always offered a compliment or a nice word to his customers.

6 I have been going to Mr. Silva’s taco truck for many years. At

first, I went with my father. If I was fortunate, Dad would stop for

tacos on the way to school. Later, I rode my bike to Mr. Silva’s

truck. Every time he handed me a bean and cheese taco he would

say something like, “Here you go, Mija. You look so smart today.”

7 Mr. Silva’s daughter Antonia runs the truck now. They still

serve bean and cheese, barbacoa and pork fajita tacos. I asked her

if she might expand the menu. “No,” she said. “I see people rushing

around, stressed out, not enjoying their lives. Papa taught me a

vital lesson. It’s the most important thing I ever learned. Keep

things simple. Your life will be simpler. You will be happier.”

4 In paragraph 7, the prefix en- helps the reader know that enjoying

means –

F the opposite of joy H putting joy into

G taking joy out of J putting joy under

5 What is the meaning of the word vital in paragraph 7?

A Very important C A lesson

B Simple D Real

3C

3A

3B

From the Latin name of the goddess

Fortuna – goddess of luck and chance.

3B

Comp 1

strong /strông/ (adjective)

1. able to move heavy things

2. concentrated; intense

3. forceful; extreme

4. having an unpleasant odor

3C

6 What is the meaning of the word pour as used in paragraph 1?

F Without much money H To stop liquid from flowing

G To cause liquid to flow J With a lot of money 3D

Reading Fast Focus Updated to New /Overlap TEKS 3A/3B/3C/3D
TM



3 What does the word arduous mean in paragraph 4?

A Important C Speaking more than one language

B Good news D Challenging; hard
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Learning a Second Language

1 How many languages do you speak? If you are reading this,

then you speak at least one language – English! Do you know

another language too?

2 Everyone learns their first language the easy way – from their

families. Have you ever noticed how people talk to little babies?

They are very repetitive, saying the same words over and over

again. And they praise infants for every little effort. Learning

language starts very simply with words like milk and water and

mama. By age two, children are learning language very quickly,

adding an average of ten new words to their lexicon every day. By

the time they are six, most kids know more than 14,000 words!

3 Many people also learn their second language the easy way.

They come from families that speak two languages, so they learn

both as children. These bilingual kids are lucky because they grow

up speaking two languages. With large vocabularies in both

languages, it can be hard to say which is their first and which is

their second language.

4 Most people, however, learn their second language when they

are older. Lots of kids learn a second language in school. They

may speak their native language at home and English at school. If

you are a bilingual student, you know that this can be very difficult,

or arduous. Here’s good news for you, though. Some scientists

think that knowing more than one language is good for your brain.

Having to go back and forth between languages requires your brain

to do extra work. It’s kind of like exercise for the mind.

5 Learning another language gets harder as you get older, but

it’s still completely possible. There are lots of ways to learn a

second language. You can sign up for a class, do an online

language course or teach yourself with books and online sources.

Now there are also many great apps for language learning. The

truly adventurous can study a new language in a foreign country. If

you’re lucky, you could stay with a host family that will teach you

language the original way – with lots of repetition and praise!

5 Look at the dictionary entry above. Which syllable is stressed in

the word native?

A The first syllable C Neither syllable

B The second syllable D Both are equally stressed

1 Look at the following information about the origin of lexicon.

This helps the reader know that in paragraph 2, lexicon means –

A all the words that a person knows; their vocabulary

B all the words that a person can spell

C 10 new words each day

D more than 14,000 words

2 In paragraph 3, the prefix bi- helps the reader know that bilingual

means someone who can speak –

F Spanish H two languages

G three languages J quickly 3C

3C

4 Read this dictionary entry.

3B

3A

3A

Comp 2

from the Greek lexis meaning “word” and lexikon

biblion meaning “book or collection of words”

native /nā·tiv/ (adjective)

1. born in a particular place

2. from a person’s place of

birth; first

3. of plants specific to an area

4. of indigenous origin

Which meaning of native is

used in paragraph 4?

F Meaning 1

G Meaning 2

H Meaning 3

J Meaning 4
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3 What is the meaning of the word thorax in paragraph 3?

A Two glands located on insects that produce scents

B The center part of the body, between the neck and the abdomen

C The ability of certain insects to produce disagreeable odors

D A type of insect, often called astink bug, that can produce odors
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What Stinks?

1 Mother Nature must have a good sense of humor! There are

so many animals that use their odor as a defense mechanism.

Their stinkiness is like a weapon that protects them.

2 The most obvious stinker is the skunk. Everybody knows when

they’ve passed a skunk that has gotten mad or scared enough to

release its familiar stinky spray. Did you know that a skunk’s spray

is super accurate? They can carefully aim it directly at the predator

that’s trying to get them – even if the other animal (or person) is ten

feet away. That’s pretty useful! Plus, it doesn’t just smell bad. A

skunk’s spray, which is made up of chemicals called thiols, can

cause skin irritation and even blindness. You might just want to

keep your distance.

3 Stink bugs may be small, but they still pack a powerfully stinky

punch. The stink bug has two glands on the sides of its thorax. The

thorax is the midsection, or chest area. The glands are like pockets

of liquid. They can shoot out a stinky juice that keeps birds and

other animals from eating the stink bug. Supposedly (and I wonder

how they know this), the stink bug juice doesn’t just smell bad. It

also tastes awful. So don’t eat a stink bug!

4 Did you know that there’s a stinky snake? The king ratsnake

also has scent glands that it uses to discourage predators. If the

snake is disturbed or scared, it will release a pungent odor that’s

powerful enough to keep anyone away.

5 Have you ever seen a honey badger? They’re pretty cute, but

they can be tough. Honey badgers are fierce and they’ll fight

against much larger animals if threatened. They also have scent

glands like their relatives, the skunks. Be careful, because they will

release a stink bomb if necessary.

6 The turkey vulture is also known for his malodor, but for a

different reason. It doesn’t have a special stink gland like the other

animals here. But it is stinky! When threatened, the turkey vulture

will vomit to defend itself. Since a turkey vulture’s favorite food is

dead animals, you can imagine how stinky that throw-up is!

5 Look at the following information about the origin of malodor.

This helps the reader know that malodor in paragraph 6 means –

A stinkiness C friendliness

B ugliness D size

1 In paragraph 1, the word mechanism means –

A animals with scent glands C a tool used by the animals

B a person who works on cars D an offensive odor

2 Read this dictionary entry.

3A

4 In paragraph 4, the prefix dis- helps the reader determine that the

word discourage means –

F to give them too much courage

G to increase their level of courage

H to fill them with courage

J to take away their courage

3B

3C

Comp 3

From the Latin mal meaning “bad”+ odor

thiol /ˈthī-ˌȯl/ (noun)

1. an organic compound

similar to alcohol but

containing sulfur, which

causes disagreeable odors

3B

According to the dictionary

entry, the first syllable of thiol

rhymes with –

F thigh

G this

H they

J the

3C
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5 Read this dictionary entry. This information helps the reader

understand that Erica feels –

A uncertain

B hungry

C worried

D trusting

3 Read the following information about the origins of the prefix

micro-.

This information helps the reader know that the word microscope in

paragraph 9 refers to –

A a tool for seeing small things C a tool for seeing far away

B a tool for wrapping shells D a tool for treasures

4 Look at the following sentence from paragraph 4.

The reader can tell from the sentence that the word flower means –

F the part of a plant that blooms H a kind of leaf

G white powder used for making bread J a comb
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Erica and the Fairies

1 Erica washed her feet with the water hose in front of her

grandmother’s cottage. She knew grandmother would not be

pleased if she tracked mud into the charming little house.

2 “And what have you been off doing all day?” asked her

grandmother in her deep accent.

3 “Oh, nothing,” replied Erica. “Just playing in the forest.”

4 “Well, see that you get that flower and those leaves combed

out of your hair before lunch,” scolded her grandmother.

5 Erica scurried off to her room and quietly closed the door.

Then she silently took a small box from under her bed. She didn’t

mean to be sneaky, but she didn’t think Grandmother would

understand about the fairies.

6 Inside the box Erica had stored all the little treasures she had

saved from her fairy friends. Serena, the oldest fairy in the band,

had given her a carefully woven flower wreath. Serena wore the

wreath like a crown, but it fit on Erica’s finger like a ring.

7 The box also held a tiny portrait. It was a perfect painting of

Erica’s face. Ailsa had made it. She was Erica’s best fairy friend

and a great artist. The portrait was Erica’s favorite treasure.

8 Today, Erica added the beautiful snail shell that Alvin had

found. Alvin was Ailsa’s brother. His hands shook timidly as he

gave the shell to Erica. Ailsa always teased him for being so shy

and bashful around Erica.

9 Erica would use her microscope later to examine the shell

more closely. For now, she carefully wrapped it in a bit of cloth and

closed the treasure box. Then she slipped it far under the bed,

combed the leaves from her hair and went to the kitchen for lunch.

10 As she approached the kitchen, Erica thought she heard her

grandmother talking to someone. Grandmother quickly shut the

window and turned to put lunch on the table.

11 “Who were you just talking to?” asked Erica suspiciously.

12 “Oh, no one,” said Grandmother, smiling. “Just a little friend of

mine.”

1 What words in paragraph 1 help the reader know the meaning of

cottage?

A washed her feet C water hose

B grandmother D charming little house

2 What is the meaning of the word portrait in paragraph 7?

F A small painting H A very detailed painting

G A painting of a person’s face J A treasure

3C

3B

From the Greek meaning “small”

3A

Comp 4

“Well, see that you get that flower and those leaves combed

out of your hair before lunch,” scolded her grandmother.

3B

suspiciously /səˈspiSHəslē/ 

(adverb)

1. In a way that causes doubt

or mistrust

Reading Fast Focus Updated to New /Overlap TEKS 3A/3B/3C/3D
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6 What does heard mean in paragraph 1?

F Perceived a sound H A group of cattle

G Made a phone call J One cow

3 Read this dictionary entry.

A
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TexStu
The Weekly Newspaper for Students at Texas Elementary School

Give Us the Snow Day!
Published on January 16, 2018

1 Last Sunday, if you were like me, you were excitedly awaiting

a phone call announcing schools were closed. Weather reports

were saying it was going to be bad. It was supposed to rain all

night and the temperature wouldn’t get above 25 degrees. The

iciness would make the roads dangerous. Finally, at 4:42, my

mom’s phone rang. Two minutes later, I heard my dad’s phone. I

knew that meant the district was robo-calling all the parents. That

could only mean one thing – school was cancelled!

2 Like kids all over town, I did a happy dance. I whooped and

shouted all through the house until my dad yelled at me to quiet

down. Then I made plans for Monday. I would sleep late, drink hot

cocoa, watch movies and play videogames. It would be great!

3 Then my mom burst my bubble. “You know, you’ll have to do a

makeup, right?”

4 “Wait. What?” I asked in disbelief.

5 “The state requires all students to attend school a certain

number of minutes. If school is cancelled, they will find another

day, a day you were supposed to be off, to make it up.”

6 No! I did NOT know this. It turns out, Mom was right. We were

supposed to be off March 30th. Now, we’ll all be at school that day.

7 I disagree with this policy and here are my reasons.

8 First, getting a snow day is like a magical gift. We didn’t ask for

it. We just got really lucky. Don’t take that magic away from us!

9 Second, students and teachers will resent the makeup days.

Everyone will feel angry and upset that we have to be at school.

We won’t get anything done and there will be discipline issues.

10 Finally, I understand that we need to make up our work. But

when I miss a day because I’m sick, I have to make up the work

itself – not go in on a Saturday! Give us the work we missed. We’ll

happily do it! But let us have a day of liberty!

5 What clues from the text help the reader know the meaning of the

word resent in paragraph 9?

A students and teachers C feel angry and upset

B the make-up days D we have to be at school

1 In paragraph 1, the suffix –ly helps the reader know that excitedly

means –

A in an excited manner C with too much excitement

B without excitement D the opposite of acting excited

2 What is the meaning of the word whooped in paragraph 2?

F Sang H Talked

G Yelled J Whispered

3A

3B

4 In paragraph 4, the prefix dis- helps the reader know that disbelief

means –

F extra belief H a person who believes

G with complete belief J the opposite of belief 3C

makeup /māk·up/ (noun)

1. cosmetics for the face

2. what something is made

of, its composition

3. something that replaces

what was missed

4. design of printed matter

3B

Comp 5

3C

Which meaning of makeup is

used in paragraph 3?

A Meaning 1

B Meaning 2

C Meaning 3

D Meaning 4

Reading Fast Focus Updated to New /Overlap TEKS 3A/3B/3C/3D
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J. Frank Dobie: Texas True

1 In 1888, J. Frank Dobie was born on a ranch in Live Oak

County, Texas. Life on a working ranch at the end of the 19th

century was full of hard work. Dobie’s family shared the day’s work

and they also shared books. Dobie’s mother read to her six

children constantly, and by high school J. Frank Dobie was already

familiar with the greatest works of literature. Dobie’s early life

prepared him to be one of Texas’ greatest writers of all time.

2 Dobie would leave the ranch to go to college. He attended

Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas and then Columbia

University in New York. He returned to become a professor at the

University of Texas in Austin. There, he began writing. He had

spent a lifetime learning about the people and places of Texas. He

wanted to tell the stories and legends of a country life that was

disappearing. Dobie wrote about farmers, bandits, sheep-herders,

cowboys, Indians, rangers and soldiers. He told the tales of lonely

vaqueros and greedy landowners. He wrote of the people that saw

a new republic born from the Texas revolution.

3 J. Frank Dobie built a literary foundation for Texas folklore. He

was honored by the Southwestern Writers’ Association and the

Texas Folklore Society. Special editions of the Austin-American

Statesman and the Texas Observer were published highlighting

Dobie’s writing. President Lyndon Johnson awarded Dobie the

Medal of Freedom (America’s highest honor). Dobie was laid to

rest in the Texas State Cemetery in 1964.

Legend of the Lost Gold

by E.G. Littlejohn, 1934

4 One of the Texas Rangers called to his partner. “We have lost

our horses and saddles. But here is something better: gold, gold

without end!” They gathered up some particles and tied them in a

handkerchief. As they left, they stopped on the ridge of a high,

rugged hill. Embedded in the fork of a live oak tree was an ancient,

rust-eaten pick axe, like a miner would use. Then they realized that

they were not the first to have discovered the gold mine.

1 Read this sentence from paragraph 1.

This sentence helps the reader understand that success in life is

often based on –

A living on a Texas ranch

B being born in the 19th century

C our early experiences

D a love for writing

2 The reader can tell that E.G. Littlejohn, the author of Legend of the

Lost Gold, and J. Frank Dobie both –

F grew up on ranches in Texas

G wrote stories and legends from Texas history

H received presidential honors for their writing

J studied and taught at Texas universities 6E

6E

4 Legend of the Lost Gold might cause the reader to think about –

F life in the past H hard ranch work

G their own mother J reading more

6E

3 How do the two selections J. Frank Dobie: Texas True and

Legend of the Lost Gold most differ?

A J. Frank Dobie: Texas True is autobiographical and Legend of

the Lost Gold is a biographical excerpt.

B J. Frank Dobie’s stories only featured true historical events.

C J. Frank Dobie: Texas True explores the lives of common

Texans, while Legend of the Lost Gold features famous

characters.

D J. Frank Dobie: Texas True is a biographical article while Legend

of the Lost Gold is an historical legend.

6E

Comp 6
Dobie’s early life prepared him to be one

of Texas’ greatest writers of all time.

Excerpt adapted from:
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